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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Overview 

1.1.1 This Environmental Statement (ES) has been prepared by Environmental 
Resources Management Limited (ERM) on behalf of Whitestone Net Zero Ltd (the 
Applicant) in relation to the proposed Whitestone Solar Farm (the Proposed 
Development). The ES reports the findings of the Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) being undertaken for the Proposed Development.  

1.1.2 The Proposed Development comprises the construction, operation, maintenance, 
and decommissioning of more than 100 megawatts (MW) of solar photovoltaic 
(PV) generating modules and on-site Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) 
facilities. It also includes on-site substations and supporting infrastructure, and 
associated grid connection infrastructure which would allow for electricity to be 
exported to the new 400 kilovolt (kV) National Grid substation proposed on land 
immediately east of Long Lane, Brinsworth, S60 4JJ (Long Lane 400kV 
substation)1, for which the Applicant has secured a connection agreement. It 
should be noted that the new substation at Brinsworth is not part of the Proposed 
Development and is being taken forward by National Grid in a separate planning 
application2.  

1.1.3 The Proposed Development would be sited across approximately 1,488 hectares 
(ha) of predominantly agricultural land (the Site) within South Yorkshire, to the 
east of Sheffield and Rotherham, respectively. The Site is split into three main 
areas, shown in ES Volume 3, Figure 3.2: Site Referencing 
[EN0110020/APP/6.19]: 

• Whitestone 1 (W1), located south of Conisbrough (centred on National Grid 
Reference (NGR) SK 503962); 

• Whitestone 2 (W2), located between Treeton in the west and Dinnington in the 
east (centred on NGR SK 477874); and 

• Whitestone 3 (W3), located south of Wales and Kiveton Park (centred on NGR 
SK 481807). 

1.1.4 The Site would be connected by underground cables which would be located 
within Cable Corridors. Together the Site, and the Cable Corridors, form the Order 
Limits as shown on ES Volume 3, Figure 3.1: Order Limits 
[EN0110020/APP/6.19]. Further detail of the Proposed Development including 
details on site access, ancillary works, landscape and ecological enhancements 
and cabling are included in ES Volume 1, Chapter 5: The Proposed 
Development [EN0110020/APP/6.5]. Further detail regarding the Order Limits 
can be found in ES Volume 1, Chapter 3: The Site and Surrounding Area 
[EN0110020/APP/6.3].  

1.1.5 As the Proposed Development is an onshore energy generating station, the 
capacity of which will exceed 100MW of electricity, it is classified as a Nationally 
Significant Infrastructure Project (NSIP) and therefore requires a Development 
Consent Order (DCO) under Sections 14(1)(a) and 15(2) of the Planning Act 2008 
(as amended)3. This ES has been submitted as part of the application for a DCO 
(the Application). If granted, the DCO would authorise the construction, operation 
(including maintenance) and decommissioning of the Proposed Development. As 
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a result of their national, strategic importance, DCOs are determined at a national 
level with the decision on whether to grant consent being made by the Secretary 
of State (SoS) for the Department for Energy Security and Net Zero (DESNZ).  

1.1.6 As part of the DCO consenting process, the SoS is required to have regard to the 
relevant NPSs (National Policy Statements). The Overarching NPS for Energy 
(EN-1)4, the NPS for Renewable Energy Infrastructure (EN-3)5 and the NPS for 
Electricity Networks (EN-5)6 are all relevant with respect to this scheme. Although 
there currently is no NPS specific to solar PV development, NPS EN-3 does 
include policy relevant to solar generating stations. These policy statements have 
therefore been considered throughout this ES. 

1.2 The Applicant 

1.2.1 The Proposed Development is being brought forward by Whitestone Net Zero Ltd 
(owned by Net Zero One Ltd). Net Zero One Ltd is a specialist renewable energy 
development business founded in 2021 to ensure there is sufficient funding to 
build, operate and decommission the Proposed Development and other similar 
projects. 

1.2.2 The overall manager for the Proposed Development is Green Nation. Established 
in 2011, Green Nation has been among the leaders in making the energy 
transition work. It is a UK-based solar developer and manager of operational sites 
with extensive experience in both rooftop and ground-mounted solar projects. 
Green Nation currently manages 75 solar farms and more than 700 rooftop 
installations across the country. Its solar farm portfolio totals over 200MW of 
electricity producing capacity for the UK.  

1.3 Requirement For an Environmental Impact 
Assessment (EIA) 

1.3.1 In the UK, NSIPs are generally required to be subject to an EIA under the 
Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (as 
amended)7 (the EIA Regulations). EIA is a formal, iterative process which 
provides environmental information to decision-makers for them to make informed 
decisions when determining planning applications for proposed developments. 
The EIA process considers relevant environmental information to identify the 
potential significant environmental effects of a project and possible mitigation 
measures for avoiding, preventing, reducing or, where possible, offsetting these 
potential significant effects. It also identifies residual effects, which are effects 
remaining following the implementation of mitigation measures proposed as part 
of the scheme. 

1.3.2 The requirement to undergo an EIA for schemes relevant to the NSIP planning 
process is determined by the definitions and criteria provided in Regulation 3 and 
Schedule 1, or Schedule 2 and Schedule 3 of the EIA Regulations7, where; 

• Developments listed in Schedule 1 must be subject to EIA; and 

• Developments listed in Schedule 2 are only subject to EIA if they are 
considered “likely to have significant effects on the environment by virtue of 
factors such as its nature, size or location” – The criteria on which this 
judgement must be made are set out in Schedule 3. 
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1.9 ES Availability 

1.9.1 The ES has been submitted to the Planning Inspectorate as part of the Application 
and will be available to view on the Planning Inspectorate website. 

1.9.2 If you would like further information about this ES, the Application or the Proposed 
Development, please contact the project team by using one of these methods:   

• Call Freephone: 0800 688 9936 (9:00am to 5:30pm, Monday to Friday)     

• Email: info@whitestonesolarfarm.co.uk   

• Write to: Whitestone Solar Farm, FREEPOST SEC Newgate UK Local (no 
stamp is needed)   
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